CHAPTER III
PEACE OR WAR?
THE future of Europe will depend before
all things on whether Europe is to remain at
peace for the next ten years.    On that there
are diYerse views.    Lord Cecil, speaking at
the League of Nations Assembly in September
1931^ expressed the opinion that never at
any period in the world's history had war
seemed more remote than it was  at that
moment.   A few weeks later Signer Musso-
Httij whom it would be a profound mistake to
represent as a stormy petrel seeking trouble,
made a speech wmch was interpreted  as
meaning that he saw war imminent.    Be-
tween   those    contrasted    estimates    every
observer of events can make the choice for
himself.   Superficially occasions for war in
Europe are all too visible.   There is the
discontent of the defeated nations over their
loss of territory* sullen and relentless in the
of Germanyj fiercer and more vocal in
the         of Hungary.    But Germany has,
as regards her western frontiers, endorsed by